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Discover Laurel

Women’s History Month

By Raven Proctor

Award-winning author Toni Morrison.

            It’s Saturday afternoon;
you’re in your bed staring at the
ceiling trying to decide what to do?
You could eat; you could continue
sleeping, or maybe you could go out
and explore. Believe it or not, there
are dozens of hidden treasures right
here in Laurel.

     Yes, the dull, listless
city has an exciting side! Both the
Montpelier Mansion and Snow Hill
Manor, both located off Route 197,
are indeed two of these treasures.
              With its rich history and
original Georgian architecture, the
Montpelier Mansion is the most
visited landmark in Laurel. Located
on Muirkirk Road, the Montpelier
Mansion sits on a massive 70 acres
of land, most of which is grassland.
Its original owners were the
prestigious Thomas and Anne
Snowden, who owned most of
Laurel.
         The Snowdens built the
mansion sometime between 1781
and 1785. Visited by Abigail Adams
(wife of President John Adams) and
George Washington, the mansion
gained an upper class status. Since
then, the national historic landmark
has maintained its original

architecture, rich heritage, and even
its hardwood floors.

            Laurel
s e n i o r
R o b e r t
Pereira sees
the museum
as an asset to
our town.
He explains,
“It’s good
that we have
something
with some
o b v i o u s
h i s t o r y
behind it.”
P e r e i r a
continues by
saying, “It
gives our
t o w n
personality.”
             Presently, the mansion acts
as a house, a museum, and a rental
facility. The land is typically used
for concerts, festivals, and re-
enactments. The inside is used for
exhibits, lectures, meetings, the
occasionally tea, and wedding.
          Imagine having your Sweet 16
birthday party in a 17th Century

mansion! Your most memorable
moment taking place in the very

spot that George Washington stood;
eating where Abigail Adams ate.
Exciting... right?
        The Montpelier Mansion is
available year round excluding
Sundays and holidays. With a
capacity of 85 people inside and a
rate of $1150 for 7 hours, the
mansion is the ideal place for a

celebration. Self-guided tours run
from March through November,

e v e r y
M o n d a y
t h r o u g h
T h u r s d a y
from 11a.m.
to 3p.m., and
guided tours
run on
Sundays at
12, 1, 2, and 3
p.m.

  Located
nearby and
with  less
land, but a
m o r e
myster ious
setting, is
Snow Hill
M a n o r .
Found at the

end of a long, eerie, dirt road off
Laurel-Bowie Road,  Snow Hill
Manor was built in 1755 by Samuel
Snowden, another member of the
popular Snowden family.
      The immense 2 ½ story brick
plantation house sits on 15 acres of
land that overlooks the Patuxent
River. After being rebuilt in 1798 due

to a fire, the manor was remodeled.
Today, the Manor contains eight
bedrooms, a caterer’s kitchen, and
brides and grooms’ dressing rooms.
            In addition to the
outstanding interior, there is an
impressive 30’x60’ tented brick
patio located in the back; this is ideal
for outdoor gatherings.

         The manor has been
listed on the Natural Register of
Historic Places since 1974.
Sophomore Kelly Slaight
comments, “The Snow Hill Manor
is beautiful; the outside alone is
amazing.”

               The Snow Hill Manor is
rented to the public for meetings,
receptions, weddings, and various
other gatherings. The Manor is
available all year round between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 9 p.m. Rates
range from $900/ 7 hours to $1200/
7 hours, depending on the number
in attendance.

     Despite its
lackluster reputation for excitement,
Laurel is quite the treasure chest;
all it takes is a little digging to find
the goods. So the next time you are
in the house with nothing to do, go
out and discover your own
hometown of Laurel.

By Richard Manall

The historic Montpelier Mansion located on Muirkirk Road

Explore Montpelier Mansion and Snow Hill  Manor

Author Toni Morrison Exemplifies Female Achievement

          Many young women roam
the halls of Laurel High School
humming lyrics as others recite
poems or scribble on notepads. This
is result of the role that art and
literature play in the lives of women
of all ages, colors, and languages.

        Women’s History Month was
originally recognized only on March
8th. The National Women’s History
Project in Northern California
successfully lobbied Congress to
declare a national Women’s History
Week for the days around March
8th. By 1987, this week became a
month. In 1911 in Europe, March
8th was first celebrated as
International Women’s Day. In
many European nations, as well as
in the United States, women’s rights
were a political hot topic.

      Women’s suffrage- winning the
vote- was priority of many
women’s organizations. Women
(and men) wrote books on the
contributions of women to history.

But with the economic depression
of the 1930s which hit on both sides
of the Atlantic, and then
World War II, women’s
rights went out of
fashion. In the 1950s
and 1960s, after Betty
Friedan pointed to the
“problem that has no
name”- the boredom and
isolation of the middle-
class housewife who
often gave up intellectual
and professional
a s p i r a t i o n s - t h e
women’s movement
began to revive. With
“women’s liberation” in
the 1960s, interest in
women’s issues and
women’s history
blossomed.

     Many women
played and continued to
play a prominent role in
history. Toni Morrison
was a woman who
greatly affected women writers,
especially those of African-
American descent.

        With inspiration and
motivation displayed by Morrison,

women of all races began to realize
that their writings and work could
be recognized and rewarded.

Toni Morrison, an African American
writer and educator, born Chloe

Anthony Wofford
on February in
1931, was the first
African American
woman to receive
the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1993.
Receiving her
education from two
fine institutions:
Howard University
(B.A.) and Cornell
University (M.A.),
Morrison taught at
Texas Southern
University, Howard
University, State
University of New
York at Albany and
at Princeton. She
married Harold
Morrison in 1958,
and divorced him in
1964, moving with
her  sons to  Ohio.
Eventually, she

moved to New York where she went
to work as a senior editor at Random
House.

       Her first novel, The Bluest Eye,
was published in 1970. While
teaching at the State University of
New York at Purchase in 1971 and
1972, she wrote her second novel,
Sula. Toni Morrison taught at Yale
in 1976 and 1977 while working on
her next novel, Song of Solomon,
published in 1977. This brought her
more critical and popular attention,
including an appointment to the
National Council on the Arts.  Tar
Baby was published in 1981, the
same year Morrison became a
member of the  American Academy
of Arts and Letters. Toni Morrison’s
play, Dreaming Emmett, based on
the lynching of Emmett Till,
premiered in Albany in 1986.

       Her novel, Beloved, was
published in 1987, and won the
fiction Pulitzer Prize. In 1987, Toni
Morrison was appointed as chair
at Princeton University, the first
African American woman writer to
hold a named chair at any of the Ivy
League universities. Toni Morrison
published Jazz in 1992 and was
awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1993.


