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New Classrooms Scheduled for Occupancy in Fall
Anticipation Builds for the Imminent Arrival of State-of-the-Art Auditorium & Annex

By Nikki Lust

Although the specific
occupancy of the two-
 story classroom

addition of LHS’s construction
project is undecided, progress is
steadily proceeding on the
endeavor as anticipation
intensifies for its completion.
     According to Laurel High
School Project Representative
Chris Wenchel, Child Growth
and Development, Band,
Chorus,  and many science
classes will be moving into the
state-of-the-art complex because
specialized quarters have been
created for their purposes, such
as science laboratories, sound-
proof music rooms, and child-
care facilities.

     Nonetheless, the remaining
future inhabitants are uncertain,
as of mid-May, even though
preliminary suppositions
suggest possible plans.  “My
guess is that most of  the
departments (classes from
English, social studies, and
math) in the temporaries in front
of the school will not, be
stationed in the new classroom
section,” Wenchel relates.  Since
science classes must be
positioned in the new building
due to the laboratories installed
for their use, “I don’t know if Mr.
Jones is going to try to move a
smaller department into the other
classrooms, such as Foreign
Language because it is smaller,
so that way he likes to keep the
departments together,” she
elaborates.  Thus, the final
decisions on class locations are
“just going to depend on class
size and space.”

     As for the temporaries that
housed students this 2008-2009
school year, “all the ones out
front will be gone in August.
That’s their scheduled time to be
taken out,” but the learning

cottages in the vicinity of the
cafeteria on the side are
permanent,” describes Wenchel.
     With August 1, 2009 and
November 15, 2009 still
contractually set for the
completion of the classroom
edifice and the auditorium,
respectively, the construction
seems to be evolving before our
very eyes.  “They are starting to
put the brick on the outside of
the [classroom] building, and
the interior walls are almost
complete inside, so they are
getting ready.  I just met with Mr.
Lamb; they are getting ready to

put in the windows and put on
the roof on the classrooms,”
explains Wenchel, referring to
Dustin Construction
Incorporation’s Carl Lamb.  For
the auditorium, the steel framing

and underground electric is
finished, and development
continues to progress.
      Wenchel further expalins,
“The contractors have “gotten
the classroom section under
roof, not the final roof, but a
work under roof.. They have put
in the science labs and when
they get to the dance room, they
will be putting in the [shock-
absorbing] dance floor.”
     When the auditorium is
prepared for utilization, other
local establishments may use the
structure’s offerings.  Local
dramatic and musical groups do

rent out other theaters in the
county.  “I don’t know as far as
actual community groups, but
Seller’s Theatre was rented to
local theater groups.  I am not
sure if they are going to do that

for outside communities,”
Wenchel asserts.  However,
similar to how “Superintendent
Hite does his presentations, we
will be using it for presentations
on this side of the county.”
     The animations and
blueprints showcased in the
main office thoroughly display
the projected appearance of the
finished product;  most of the
elements in the construction
plans will remain unaltered.
     Whereas the “price can’t
increase to the county because
of the contract, that doesn’t
mean that one contractor or

         By Farhad Rana
     The National Honors
Society held its annual
Induction Ceremony on May
13 in Laurel High’s Media
Center. This year’s inductees
included juniors Djinne
Gaspard, Quynh-Nhu Ha ,
Ermias Haile, Imani
Hopewell, Nikki Lee, Kevin
McLaughlin, Gabriella
Cadena, Nicole Lust,
Courtney Davis, Marche
Pearson, Carlo Canasa,
Antoinette Black, Tiara
Cobbin, Ummema Tanveer,
Bisma Zaman and seniors
Scott Tyree and Quratal
Malik.
    After a brief ceremony,
which included speeches by

National Honor Society Inducts New Members

another is not going to end up
putting more money out,” affirms
Wenchel, on the current
approximate 28 million dollar
construction budget.  “The
contractors might have to put
more money into a job if they
make an error that they would
have to redo and fix,” she
explains.
     Both staff members and
students share their common
optimism and eagerness for the
new annex’s construction to
conclude.
     Wenchel comments that the
construction’s “benefit to us is
that when they finish the
auditorium portion, we will have
a much nicer arena for putting
on plays and performances of
any kind.”
     “I feel that the construction
has gone by really fast.  In the
beginning of the year, it seemed
as if the workers would be out
there forever.  Before it was just
a big pile of dirt outside our
school, and now it is starting to
look like something worthwhile.
When it is built, it will look like a
work of art,” declares junior
Chanté Holliday
enthusiastically.
     Progress meetings continue
to be held on alternating
Thursday afternoons at the
construction site, and it seems
as though LHS will have to wait
until summer to uncover the fate
of particular classes and their
residency.  It is generally
universally accepted that the
modern auditorium and
classroom section will bring
further prosperity and
recognition to Laurel High
School and the greater Laurel
community.

administrators and students,
refreshments were served.
     The NHS participates in
many community events
and does what they can
to be of service. They
recently provided a booth
at the Spartan Fair which
promoted the theme of
“Going Green at Laurel,”
a common goal today
around the world.
      In the future, they
plan to have a Bowl-a-
Thon for Cystic Fibrosis
to raise money for the
foundation and serve the
school and community in
any way possible.
     Being one of the most
exclusive clubs in Laurel High
School, not just the average

Spartan can apply. The
National Honor Society’s
expectations for this club are

very high when it comes to
student conduct, especially
based on what teachers think.
        To gain entry, it is
required to have a 3.4

cumulative GPA since ninth
grade, an average teacher/
sponsor ratings of 3.0 in

leadership, service, and
character. A total of a
12.6 points with GPA
and all average category
ratings included are also
required.

       The applicant
would need 10 ratings
from the staff and
sponsors,  but this is only
necessary if the student
has been attending LHS
since 9th grade.

     The NHS is sponsored by
Mr. Charles Hiller, who is
assisted by Mrs. Cheryl
Davis. This club is a unique
honorary service organization

where students who
exemplify the qualities of
scholarship, leadership,
service and character are
chosen to serve the
community through this
league because of the
qualities they have shown.
       In  previous years and
this year Hiller has allowed
the students to take charge of
the club since he is “a strong
advocate for student
leadership.”

      Hiller  included that  he
misses “a few strong leaders
who started this ‘independent’
initiative,  but is also satisfied
with the current inductees
because “officers this year
really have a lot of initiative.”

Progress escalates as the exterior of the classrooms displays red brick to match the original building.

Inductee Kevin McLaughlin passes out
programs.


