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               Spotlight
Italian Foreign Exchange Student Embraces New Country

By Anam Qureshi

     “It could sound strange,
but I love corn dogs and pop
tarts!” said
Diletta Taris, a
f o r e i g n
e x c h a n g e
student from
an island near
Italy, called
Sardinia. She
is currently
fifteen and is
enrolled as a
senior at
Laurel High
S c h o o l .
H a v i n g
traveled all
over Europe and Northern
Africa, this was Diletta’s

Diletta Taris Enlightens Laurel on Her Native Heritage and American Experiences
first time in the United
States of America. Not only
can Diletta speak Italian,
French, and Sardo (closest

modern language to Latin),
but she has also been

learning English since she
was a child.
     “In Italy we get around
a lot easier than here. We

don’t need rides all
the time; we have a
very good working
p u b l i c
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
system that we use a
lot, and it gets you
e v e r y w h e r e ! ”
expressed Diletta
when asked about
her least favorite
aspect of America.
     Being thousands
of miles away from
home is very hard;
especially when

you’re on a totally different
continent. “I do get

homesick
sometimes,
but that’s
normal... I
m e a n ,
think about
s t a y i n g
w i t h o u t
mom and
dad, all
family and
friends, for
a year...I
mean, it’s
tough. But
I’m happy
to be here.
Plus, here
p e o p l e
make me
feel kind of
at home.
Americans
are cool!”
exclaimed
D i l e t t a
h a p p i l y.
D i l e t t a
Taris also
e n j o y s
b o w l i n g
a n d
spending
t i m e

outside of school with her
new LHS freinds.
     Schooling in Italy is
different than in America. In
Diletta’s words it’s “old
school, but works.” It is
more studying than

American schools, but not
as much practice. She noted
American subjects are given
more importance than they
are in Italy. “I do like the
fact that every subject here
has all the same importance.
In Italy some subjects are

considered not important.
So if you don’t do well in
them, it’s not a big deal.
And, they are neither easy

Sardinia is an island located west of Italy.

Taris plays for  the LHS Girls’
Basketball Team.

A beautiful coastline in Sardinia

nor hard, it just depends
how much effort you put in
studying.”
     A week after she had
reached America, Diletta
received the opportunity to
attend a speech given by

B a r a c k
Obama in
M i s s o u r i .
She not only
shook his
hand, but
thought it
was pretty
cool to be
able to say,
“I saw the
President of
the USA!”
     “I’m
opening my
mind to lots
of different
ways of
t h i n k i n g ,
living, and

relating with other people.
I’m becoming more tolerant
to everything, and learning
that there is  not a right
culture, but just differences!
Lots of growing up this
year...this experience makes
you learn a lot, about life in

general,” concludes Diletta
as she sums up what she
feels she will learn from this
extraordinary opportunity.


